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Fast and furious is how I would describe the start of 2018. We are continually increasing our 
membership numbers and expanding our base of programs. Joe Maltese is doing a great job 
establishing the American Legion Riders and the Sons of the Legion for post 372. This is creating a lot 
of energy and excitement that will translate into not only more members but also a wider net of 
positive influence for the Mandarin Community and Post 372. 

A big shout of “Well Done” to all that participated and volunteered at the Oratorical contest that was 
held on the 20th of January. I want to thank and recognize Don Severn for all he has done to make this 
happen, “you were the glue that held it all together this year”.  

A special Thanks to Arthur Bides who came in at the final hour and finished with a great program and 
for finding superb contestants to participate.  

Congratulations Evan Collins! Evan, a senior from Ridgeview High School, will represent us at the 
District competition on February 10th at 11:00am at the Karpeles Manuscript Museum located at 101 
W. 1st Street. The winner of the District Competition. Should Evan win this competition, he will move 
on to the Northern Area competition, and hopefully all the way to National.  

I would like to encourage all members of Post 372 to attend these types of events.  It blessed me 
immensely to listen to the speeches, gave me hope for the next generation, and provided satisfaction 
in knowing that Post 372 sponsored this event. 

Raising funds over the next few months is going to be a big focus at our next general meeting. Building 
a solid foundation is adding fixed annual expenses to our budget and we are going to need some help 
from our members to raise funds. Two Hot Dog giveaways on February 19th and a $500 Sporting Goods 
Gift Card raffle will be on the agenda. We will also be discussing our Early Bird Dinner that coming up in 
March that should be a lot of fun and fellowship! 

As always, I want to thank all of you at Post 372 for all that you do! 

For God and Country, 

Alan Painter 
Commander 

 


