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Mandarin Post 372 
WE ARE THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR COMMUNITY 

Meetings, Picnics, and Medals, Oh My!! 
 

             Post 372 Meeting on April 12th             Post 372 at the 5th District Picnic 
Adjutant Rodriguez Presents JROTC 

Medals at Mandarin High School 
 

 

    

 
  

 
Sons of the American Legion  
Joe Maltese, Commander 
  Squadron 372 continues to add members 
and we are looking forward to an exciting new 
year in 2018-2019. We are currently in our 
nominations period.  Nominations of officers for 
the next fiscal year will be accepted until the 
beginning of the May membership meeting 
after which elections will be held.   

 Our Squadron has discussed the many 
ways we can help the legion with the important 
work of helping veterans and supporting 
children through the programs of the Legion, 
namely, the Child Welfare Foundation, youth 
baseball, junior shooting programs, and 
volunteering at veteran facilities, and more. 

 Ultimately, the Squadron would like to 
create and field a drill team. 

The purpose of the Sons of the American 
Legion is to honor those of our ancestors that 
served our country to preserve our freedom 
and our way of life.  As members of the Sons, 
we have the opportunity to give back to these 
heroes by honoring them and caring for them. 

 As a member of the Sons, you will be an 
important participant in the American Legion 
Family as they go about the business of 
supporting veterans and children.   

 And Legionnaires, can you think of a better 
way to introduce your decedents to the ideals 
of service, honor, and respect for all that is 
American? 

 If you have any questions or would like to 
join Squadron 372 you can speak with the Vice 
Commander or any Post Officer, or email: 
sonsofthelegionsquadron372@gmail.com. 

Auxiliary 
Sheri Rodriguez, Acting President 
 The rejuvenated Auxiliary is off to a great 
start! We had our second meeting, where we 
held second nominations for 2018-19. Final 
nominations and the election will take place at 
our May 15th meeting. Anyone wishing to hold 
an officer position must attend the meeting to 
accept their nomination or send a letter to the 
Acting President stating that you accept your 
nomination. Nominations so far are as follows: 

 Executive Board: ............................. None 

 Sergeant-at-Arms: ........................... None 

 Historian: ......................................... None 

 Chaplain: ......................................... None 

 Secretary/Treasurer: .............. Danielle Fix 

 Vice President: ..................Christel Pfister 

 President: ....................... Sheri Rodriguez 

 Each month we hold a taco bar before our 
meeting as a fundraiser for our Unit. This 
month we voted to make a donation to Post 9 
and we added all proceeds from the Taco Bar 
in effort to help as much as possible. 

 Our first official Unit 372 event is tentatively 
scheduled for July 14th and will be a “Christmas 
in July” event to benefit Mandarin Food Bank 
because hunger doesn’t end when the holidays 
are over. There will be a DJ & karaoke! Stay 
tuned for details! 

 Our second event is tentatively scheduled 
for August 18th and will be a celebration of 
Unit372 receiving our Charter. We’ll invite the 
entire 5th District to come share in our success. 

 We sent in all our membership applications 
and the  next Friday  membership  report  should  

See Aux i l ia ry ,  page 4  

 
  

American Legion Riders 
Joe Maltese, Director 
 Each month it seems Chapter 372 is busier 
than the month before and April was no 
exception. Starting with Easter weekend, 
Chapter 372 Riders Joe Maltese and Mark 
Shelton visited ALR Chapter 148 in Riverview 
(near Tampa) Florida. We attended their steak 
night and it was nice to see the home of some 
of the riders we met at the ALR Summit. 

 
 The following weekend, Joe Maltese road to 
Fore Lake in the Ocala National Forest to meet 
up with Chapter 283 and visit the only VFW 
retirement home in Florida at Ft. McCoy.  While 
in Fort McCoy we visited AmVets Post 19.  We 
all camped overnight Friday and Saturday at a 
beautiful camp reserved for Riders only right on 
Fore Lake. 

 Our camp facility had a large covered 
pavilion and a large barbeque grill where 
custom cooked filet mignons were served to 
all.  Nights were spent at the fire pit lying about 

 

See R iders ,  page 6  
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American Legion: Creating Tomorrow’s Leaders Today 
 Adjutant Rodriguez presented NJROTC awards on Tuesday, April 24th at Mandarin High School and received an update from two of Post 372’s 
2017-18 Boys State Delegates, Travis Dempsey (right) and T.J. Tillo (left). 

 Travis served as NJROTC Cadet Executive Officer during his senior year at Mandarin High School 
and received the “Sons of the American Revolution” Bronze ROTC Award. He will be attending 
Tallahassee Community College for two years, followed by two years at FSU on the LCpl J Aviles 2+2 
Scholarship that he won while attending Boys State this past summer.  

 Each year Boys State awards nearly $100,000 in scholarships to deserving Boys State students. Five 
Boys State delegates are awarded the Lance Cpl. Andrew J. Aviles 2 + 2 Scholarship. The criteria used 
to award these scholarships is based solely on the applicant’s letter of intent and more significantly, the 
boy’s performance and quality of participation in the Boys State session. Participation and performance 
is measured by active involvement in the legislative process during the week at Boys State, running for 
state office and outstanding performance on the exams given at the end of each academic instructional 
period. The application includes a one-page letter answering the question, “How this scholarship will help 
me achieve my academic goals.” Travis was one of five delegates, out of a total of 530 delegates, to win this scholarship.  

 TJ served as NJROTC Cadet Command Sergeant major and, along with receiving Mandarin Post’s Military Excellence Award, TJ was also 
awarded the Navy League Award and will be attending the United States Naval Academy. As we learned from Ryan Bass, 4th District Representative 
for John Rutherford and Boys State Alumni, Boys State is the equivalent of earning the rank of Eagle Scout when applying for military schools. 

  As the undergraduate college of our country’s naval service, the Naval Academy prepares young men and women to become professional officers 
of competence, character, and compassion in the U.S. Navy and U. S. Marine Corps. Naval Academy students are midshipmen on active duty in the 
U.S. Navy. They attend the academy for four years, graduating with Bachelor of Science degrees and commissions as ensigns in the Navy or second 
lieutenants in the Marine Corps. Naval Academy graduates serve at least five years in the Navy or Marine Corps. 

 Both Travis and TJ will be sending Post 372 updates periodically throughout their academic and military careers. We wish them much luck and 
success! 

 Commander’s Corner 
Alan Painter 
  Twenty-two veterans a day die of suicide and too many die from 
opiate overdoses, according to the statistics reported by Department 
Chaplain Barry Roberts at the 5th District meeting in April. We have 
programs that can heal and repair broken bodies, but we are falling short 
on helping to heal the soul and spirit of our wounded soldiers. I look 
forward to supporting his project Veterans of Hope.  Our mission must be 
in a constant state of revival!  

 The burglary/fire at Post 9 is only a minor setback for a post with such 
great members and leadership.  Post 372 has sent them a donation to 
help with the repairs, but we also need to work with them to help rebuild 
their post.  

 The 5th District 
Annual Picnic, 
despite the rain in 
the morning, was 
such a good time of 
great fellowship, 
food, fun, games, 
and competition.   

 Observing the youth participation was refreshing and sparked some 
ideas of how our post brand should be a safe haven for young families and 
youth. The old kids were having a pretty good time too! 

 The sporting goods raffle was a great success, and I want to thank 
everyone who helped to sell tickets.  We will have a game plan for the 
Harley Davidson raffle at the May meeting, and it will require some faith 
as a Post for us to move forward with this type of raffle.  If we do not get 
the support we need to move forward now, that’s okay, but I believe we 
should take advantage of the momentum we have.  The history of the Post 
372 shows that our numbers retract and expand, and I believe the reason 
that we haven’t grown exponentially is because we don’t have a Post of 
our own.  Now is the time!  
 
 

 
    

Welcome to our Newest Members 
Post 372 is growing by leaps and bounds! As of  
May 1st, we are 138.46% to goal.  

 

For the 1st time this year, we did not 
read in any new or transferring members 

at our April General Meeting! 

 

Pos t  372 Rec ru i t ing  Inc ent ive  P rogram 

We have a recruiting incentive program for Post 372 Legionnaires who 
recruit new members into our Post.  

 One award of a $50 gift card will be given to the Legionnaire 
who recruits the most new members, with a minimum of five 
new members being recruited to be eligible for this drawing. 

 The second award consists of one $25 gift card which will be 
given to two Legionnaires randomly drawn from the pool of 
eligible entries. To be eligible, a Legionnaire must recruit a 
minimum of one new member, each subsequent new member 
recruited earns an additional entry. 

 Drawings will be held quarterly at the General Membership 
meeting. 

 The last drawing for the 2017-18 Membership year will be held 
at the June 14th General Meeting. 

 

2018-19 I ncent iv es :  Top Depar tment  Recru i te r  Award 

 $500.00: to the person with the highest number of New members  
 $500.00:  to the District Commander with the highest number of 

new members signed up in his or her District 
 $1,000.00:  to the Post with the highest number of New 

members 
 Certificate and Department Commander's Pin - to each member 

who signs up five (5) new members 
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Vice Commander’s Note 
Don Severns 
 Membership is currently at 138.46% for 162 members with a goal of 
117. This puts us in second place in the 5th District behind Post 401 of 
Hilliard. Thank you to all our members for stepping up and making a 
difference! 

 Our joining the American Legion was due to some value we thought 
was worth exchanging our hard-earned money for the community and 
resources that would be available to us. We have 25 members from 2017 
that still need to renew their membership for 2018. Despite reaching out 
to them we’ve had no feedback as to what we could learn from them. Is 
our Post still meeting expectations? How can we do better? 

 The start of the 2018-19 American Legion year is rapidly approaching, 
and we need to figure out what events, information, and services we 
should be planning. Remember that the members of the Post are the 
authorities for everything that the Post does. If the membership does or 
doesn’t want something than that’s the course we take. And since none of 
us can read minds we need you to talk with us either face to face, email or 
heck even a phone call. 

 If you would like to meet to discuss anything, we hold Office Houses 
on Tuesdays from 4:30pm to 6:00pm at the Mandarin/St. Johns Elks 
Lodge. If you cannot make a meeting or Office Hours, call us and we’ll 
make arrangements to meet you. 

 

 Mandarin Post 372 publishes their 
General Membership meeting minutes 
online at: 

www.mandarinpost372.org/general-
membership-minutes 

 If you do not know what the Post is 
doing, this is a great source of information. 

 Almost everything you want to know 
about Mandarin Post 372 can be found 
here. If it’s not, contact our Adjutant, Sheri 
Rodriguez and she’ll find your answer. 

 Adjutant Rodriguez can be reached by 
calling/texting (904) 903-6546 or via email: 
Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org. 

 

  

Mandarin Post 372 
is on Facebook 

 

www.facebook.com/Post372Mandarin 
 
 This is where Post 372 shares important information 
Veterans Benefits, meetings, events, or anything we think 
you need to know about the Legion. 
 
 If you haven’t already followed our page, you should 
consider doing so soon. 
 
 Facebook Pages for the Auxiliary, Sons of the 
American Legion, and the American Legion Riders are in 
the works, so stay tuned!  
 

 

Post 372 by the Numbers 
As of May 1, 2018 

 
 
Membership – National .......................................... 207 
Membership Department....................................... 162 
 
Early Bird (Renewed Dues on/before 11/11/17)  ........ 122 
Early Bird Renewals % to 2017-18 Goal ....... 104.27% 
 
Unrenewed Members – 2016 ..................................... 4 
Unrenewed Members – 2017 ................................... 26 
 
2017-18 Post 400 Transfers .................................... 25 
2017-18 Project Stay Active Transfer ....................... 1 
  
2017-18 Goal ........................................................ 117 
% to 2017-18 Goal ........................................ 138.46% 
 
Paid-up-for-Life ....................................................... 11 
 
Online Renewals ..................................................... 72 
 
Army ........................................................................ 74 
Air Force .................................................................. 41 
Coast Guard .............................................................. 3 
Marine Corps ........................................................... 14 
Navy ........................................................................ 73 
Unknown ................................................................... 2 
 
WWII........................................................................ 15 
Korea ....................................................................... 23 
Vietnam ................................................................. 108 
Grenada & Lebanon ................................................ 20 
Panama ................................................................... 15 
Persian Gulf/War on Terror ..................................... 25 
Unknown ................................................................... 1 
 

 

 

Sporting Goods Raffle Results 
 
 At the General 
Membership Meeting 
held on Thursday, 
April 12, 2018, the 
winner for the $500 
gift card to Academy 
Sports & Outdoors 
was drawn and the 
lucky winner was 
Brenda Barnett! The 
winning ticket was 
drawn by Chaplain 
Buck O’Connor and was sold by SAL & ALR member Joe Maltese. 
Proceeds from the raffle help to fund Post 372’s youth programs, 
including Boys State, Oratorical, JROTC, and School Medals. 
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Auxiliary, continued from Page 1 

show us at 118%!! If you, or someone you know,is interested in joining the 
Auxiliary, you are eligible if you fall into one of the following categories:  

 The mother, wife, sister, daughter, granddaughter, great-
granddaughter or grandmother of a member of the American 
Legion. 

 A female veteran who served during any of the conflicts listed on 
page 4. 

 The mother, wife, sister, daughter, granddaughter, great-
granddaughter or grandmother of a deceased veteran who served 
during any of the conflicts listed on page 4. 

Eligible Conflicts 

 Desert Shield / Desert Storm - August 2, 1990 to present; 

 Panama - December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990;  

 Grenada & Lebanon - August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984; 

 Vietnam - February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975; 

 Korea - June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955; or 

 WWII - December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946.  

 In conclusion, one of the American Legion Auxiliary’s Preamble’s 
tenets is,  

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state and nation… 

 The individual is the basis of the American nation. Unlike other 
ideas of government, the American ideal places the individual first. 
The nation belongs to the individual, not the individual to the nation. 
The government exists for the purpose of serving the individual, not 
the individual for the purpose of serving the nation. If this ideal is to 
survive, there must be a voluntary sense of obligation of the 
individual to the nation and its component parts, the community and 
state. The American citizen serves his community, state and nation, 
not as a driven slave, but as a free man guided by his own sense of 
duty. To inculcate this feeling among all Americans is one of the 
great purposes of the Legion and Auxiliary. 

 This is just one of many reasons why you should encourage your 
wives, sisters, mothers, grandmothers, or even yourself to join the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

 To join Unit 372, contact Acting President Sheri Rodriguez at (904) 
903-6546 or email Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 

Danielle Fix, March 2019 
Jim Hughes, February 2020 
Barry Litsky, February 2019 
Alan Painter, February 2019 
Don Severns, February 2019 

Steve Sullivan, February 2019 
Sheri Rodriguez, February 2019 

 
Want  to  see your  nam e here??   

 If you would like to become a newsletter sponsor, 
please mail a check to the Post for $5 for each year you 
would like to sponsor. A lifetime sponsorship is $50. 
Sponsorships are available to individuals only.  

 

  For more information, please email the Adjutant at 
Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org or by calling or texting 
(904) 297-8344. 

*** Final Announcement *** 
Nominations and Elections 

 Pursuant to American Legion Mandarin “Fallen 
Heroes” Post 372’s Bylaws, Article 5, Section 2: 

 The Adjutant shall cause notice of the annual election 
to be given at least two weeks prior thereto. Notice shall 
be given either by mail or email. 

 First nominations were taken at the April 12th General 
Membership Meeting. Nominees who wish to serve as an 
officer of the Post must be present to accept their 
nomination or provide written acceptance of their 
nomination to the Adjutant prior to the meeting. 

 The accepted nominations for 2018-19 are: 

Executive Board (Up to four positions available): 

  .......................................................... Steve Sullivan 

  .............................................................. Jim Hughes 

  ............................................................ Franklin Hunt 

  ................................................................... available 

Chaplain: ....................................... Dr. Buck O’Connor 

Finance: ................................................. Don Severns 

Historian: .......................................... Charles Benham 

Sergeant-at-Arms: ................................Paul Arambula 

Vice Commander: ............................. Sheri Rodriguez 

Vice Commander: .................................... Barry Litsky 

Commander: ............................................ Alan Painter 

 Second nominations and elections will be held at the 
May 10th General Membership Meeting. 

 If you are interested in serving on the Executive Board, 
becoming an Officer, or serving in any other capacity, 
position descriptions and duties can be found online at: 
www.mandarinpost372.org under the 2017-18 Officers. 

 If you would like additional information or have any 
questions, please email the Adjutant at 
Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org or by calling or texting 
(904) 297-8344. 
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Who are Your Post Officers? 
 Have you ever wondered about the officers who are running your 
Post? Well, we have your answer. Every month we will introduce one 
officer to our members. This month we introduce Executive Board Member 

Steve Sullivan.  

 I was born into a Navy family right 
here in Jacksonville at the NAS 
hospital. Like most Navy families we 
moved around a bit and my Dad finally 
retired, after a 30-year career as a 
Navy pilot, in the Orlando area. I 
attended FSU where I earned a 
degree in Business majoring in Hotel 
and Restaurant Administration.  

 While managing an Orlando area steak house I was offered an 
opportunity to join the Navy and become a Naval Aviator. I jumped at the 
chance, and in February 1978 I entered Aviation Officer Candidate School 
at NAS Pensacola, Florida. Upon completion of AOCS, I was 
commissioned as an Ensign in May and started flight training in August. 
After completing Primary Flight Training at NAS Whiting Field, outside 
Pensacola, I moved to Beeville, Texas for Basic and Advanced Jet 
Training at NAS Chase Field. 

 In February 1980 I was designated a Naval Aviator. That was a proud 
day, topped off by the fact that my Dad did the honors by awarding me his 
"Wings of Gold” that he had earned as a First Class Aviation Pilot (AP1C) 
back in December, 1945. My first set of orders was to NAS Cecil Field to 
train in the A-7E Corsair II light attack jet and then to Attack Squadron 
Eighty Two (VA-82) which was already embarked aboard USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68) in the Mediterranean Sea. After two and a half cruises and 
multiple two to four-week detachments, it was finally time for shore duty. I 
was lucky enough to be selected for duty as an instructor pilot in the brand 
new F/A-18 Hornet, right here in Jacksonville, with Strike Fighter 
Squadron One Zero Six (VFA-106) at Cecil Field. 

 Eventually I left active duty and joined the Naval Air Reserve and was 
assigned to VFA-2074, which was a reserve squadron supporting VFA-
106. In June of 1989 I was hired by Northwest Airlines, so I now had two 
flying jobs, one full time and one part time. Life was good. The reserve 
flying job went away after about four years, so I flew a desk until the Navy 
said I had enough time and credit to receive a full retirement at age sixty. 

 I continued flying for Northwest Airlines out of Detroit, Michigan and 
living in Mandarin, through the tumultuous times for the airline industry, 
the 1990’s and 2000’s. In 2008, Northwest merged with Delta and even 
though I was now a Delta pilot, I continued to fly out of Detroit. My 29 years 
as a Commercial Airline Pilot comes to an end this July, as I reach the 
mandatory retirement age of 65.  

 Despite all the ups and downs, no pun intended, the flying has been 
great... going through the airport, not so much. 

 I have been lucky enough to fly two of the most amazing airplanes ever 
built, the F/A-18 and the 747, and flying on and off Aircraft Carriers both 
day and night, is something I’ll never forget.   

 Between the Navy and the Airlines I’ve visited 6 of the world’s 7 
continents, 49 of our 50 states and numerous sights, from the Great Wall 
of China to the Taj Mahal and a great deal of the world in between.  

 Although I miss the flying I have the free time to enjoy life in 
Jacksonville. I enjoy anything to do with the water….be it the oceans, rivers, 
lakes, or whatever and wherever it is, I’ll find something to do…. and also 
continue to travel the rest of the world. 

 Proposed VA Legislation  

 On January 25, 2018, Senator Jon Tester (Montana), introduced 
S.2341-the Veterans Fair Debt Notice Act. 

 This legislation would require the Secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to improve the processing of Veterans benefits, 
limit the authority of the Secretary to recover overpayments and improve 
the due process accorded veterans with respect to such recovery.  

 The bill would address the root causes of VA overpayments and 
institute common-sense protections for veterans by: 

• Only allowing the VA to collect debts that occur as a result of an 
error or fraud on the part of a veteran or their beneficiary. 

• Prohibiting VA from deducting more than 25 percent from a 
veteran's monthly payment in order to recoup overpayment or 
debt. This deduction may be further limited if it puts that veteran 
at risk of financial hardship, for example if the veteran is living 
on a fixed income. 

• Preventing the VA from collecting debts incurred more than five 
years prior. Currently there is no time limit on how long after a 
payment a veteran can be billed. 

• Requiring the VA to provide veterans with a way to update their 
dependency information on their own, eliminating a key 
processing delay for veterans, which frequently contributes to 
the VA making overpayments. 

 Please consider writing a letter to urge your Senators to support and 
co-sponsor S.2341. 

Changes Coming for TRICARE Retiree Dental 
 The TRICARE Retiree Dental Program is ending Dec. 31, 2018.  

 Anyone with TRDP this year or those people who would have been 
eligible for the plan will be able to choose a dental plan from among 10 
dental carriers in the Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance 
Program (FEDVIP).  

 Beneficiaries can begin reviewing program options now at the Office 
of Personnel Management website. People will be able to enroll Nov. 12 
to Dec. 10, 2018. Coverage begins Jan. 1, 2019.  

 As an added bonus, beneficiaries will also be able to enroll in FEDVIP 
vision coverage. For more information, visit the FEDVIP website at 
https://tricare.benefeds.com/Iand sign up for email notifications. 

POW/MIA Flag Protocol 
 With the passage of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense Authorization 
Act during the first term of the 105th Congress, the POW/MIA flag was 
specified to fly each year on certain holidays, Memorial Day being one of 
them. With Memorial Day a month away, we thought we’d refresh 
everyone’s memories about Flag Protocol on this most sacred day. 

 The POW/MIA flag will be flown on the grounds or the public lobbies 
of major military installations as designated by the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense, all Federal National Cemeteries, the Korean War Veterans 
Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the White House, the United 
States Post Offices and at official offices of the Secretaries of State, 
Defense and Veterans Affairs, and Director of the Selective Service 
System. Civilians are free to fly the POW/MIA flag whenever they wish. 
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Riders, continued from Page 1 
motorcycle exploits, singing TV theme songs, and sampling various 
mixological creations. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our normal 3rd Sunday membership meeting was postponed to the 4th 
Sunday to allow members to participate in the Southeastern Legacy Run 
(Unity Ride). Don and June Crawford rode with the group through the 
states of Mississippi and Alabama, while Joe and Robin Maltese rode to 
Panama City Beach to welcome the ride there, and to ride back to 
Jacksonville with the riders the next day.  The ride and the comradery 
were awesome even though we followed a large, severe weather front 
back to Jacksonville. 

 
  

 The 4th weekend had Chapter 372 Assistant Director Benham, 
Director Joe Maltese, Post 372 Commander Alan Painter, Mrs. Painter, 
Executive Board Member Steve Sullivan, and Mrs. Sullivan attending the 
5th District Picnic at Post 283. There were contests for kids of all ages 
including Corn Hole, Horseshoes, Golf chipping (into targets in the pond), 
sharpshooting and more. There were plenty of free food and lots of 
conversation. One of the most touching moments was the presentation 
by Squadron 283 of a $500 check to the Commander of Post 9 to help 
rebuild their Post which was recently the target of a burglar/arsonist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Our regular meeting occurred on the fourth Sunday and, as always, 
we welcomed more new members. 

 Per Chapter SOP, March, April, and May are our annual nomination 
period for officers for our next fiscal year.  We are a very new chapter and 
ANY Rider in good standing with the Legion, Sons of the Legion, or 
Auxiliary is eligible for nomination to all positions.*  Riders may nominate 
themselves.  Nominees must accept their nominations in person at a 
regular meeting or in writing no later than the beginning of the May meeting.  
Elections will be held during the May meeting. 

 

 
 Chapter 372 will hold our first annual poker run for the benefit of 
PROJECT:  Vet Relief on Sunday June 10th.  Players may ride or drive 
and need not be Legion members.  So be sure to invite friends and family.  
Who knows, once they get to experience the Legion family, they may want 
to become part of us.  Stay tuned for details which will be posted as they 
are available. 

 The Riders welcome all new eligible members. To be eligible, you must 
own a motorcycle and have a valid MC endorsed license or be married to 
a member of the Riders and be a member in good standing of the Legion, 
The Sons, or The Auxiliary. 

 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 
FOR THE CAUSE, NOT THE APPLAUSE 

POST 372 BOOSTERS 

 

David Hague, US Navy 

Carl Jowers, USAF, Post 372 Past Adjutant 

Myra B. Jowers, USAF, Post 372 Past Commander 

Don Severns, USMC, Post Vice Commander 

Oscar Rodriguez, US Marines 

Sheri Rodriguez, USMC & USA, Post 372 Adjutant 

 

In Honor of their Current Service 

Kenneth Lebel, US Army, US Air Force 

Jared Rodriguez, US Air Force 

Joeseph Rodriguez, US Army 

John Rodriguez, US Marines 

 You can become a Post Booster, honor someone, or remember 
them with “in memory of” for a $20 donation per person. Post 
Sponsorships are available for a minimum of a $50 donation. If you are 
interested, please contact the Adjutant. Call/text (904) 297-8344 or email 
Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org. Booster sponsorships last one year. 
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Coordinator. If you qualify, you won’t have to pay anything for this exam.  

Agent Orange Registry, continued 

 To schedule your exam, contact your local VA Environmental Health 
Coordinator. If you qualify, you won’t have to pay anything for this exam. 
It’s free for qualified Veterans. To find a VA Environmental Health 
Coordinator go to: www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp 
 

What should I expect at the exam? 
 

The exam will include: 
 

• Your history of contact with Agent Orange and other herbicides; 
• Your health history (including any major illnesses or surgeries 

you may have had); 
• A physical exam; and 
• Medical tests that may be needed (like blood tests, X-rays, or 

other imaging tests) 
 

 A VA health care provider will go over your exam and test results with 
you. You’ll also get a letter with the details of your results. 
 

What else should I know about the exam? 
 

Please note that: 
• This exam isn’t a VA claim exam (also known as a C&P exam). 

And you don’t need to have this exam to get other VA benefits. 
To get disability benefits, you’ll need to apply.  

• You don’t need to sign up for the VA health care system to get 
a Registry exam. 

• The exam is based on your memory of service, not on your 
military records. 

• The exam will not confirm if you had contact with Agent Orange. 
• You can get another free Registry exam if you have a new illness 

in the future. 
• Your family members can’t get an Agent Orange Registry health 

exam. The exam is only for qualified Veterans. 

POST 372 SPONSORS 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 Burial in National Cemeteries 

 There comes a time when we have to think about future 
arrangements.  For veterans of the armed services burial in a national 
cemetery is a choice.  Eligibility for burial in a national cemetery is 
authorized for any person whose death occurred in the line of duty while 
on active duty, active duty for training or while hospitalized or receiving 
treatment at the expense of the U.S Government for any injury or 
disease contracted in the line of duty.  Internment in a national 
cemetery is also authorized for any Veteran whose active duty service 
was terminated by a discharge under conditions other than 
dishonorable. Dependents, un-remarried surviving spouses and minor 
children are also eligible for burial.   

 The burial of a veteran or eligible dependent in a national cemetery 
should normally be handled through a funeral director who will make 
the necessary arrangements with the cemetery.   

 Burial in Arlington National Cemetery is limited to persons who died 
on active duty, retired members of the armed forces, those who have 
held elective office in the U.S. Government or the Cabinet and those 
veterans awarded the Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, 
Air Force or Navy Cross, and Distinguished Service Medal. Silver Star 
or Purple Heart. 

 To expedite the application process, the veteran should complete 
a VA Form 1007, Application for Pre-Need Determination of Eligibility 
for Burial in a VA National Cemetery. The form can be obtained on line 
and either mailed or faxed to the National Cemetery Scheduling Office.  
So when needed, the process is sped up as eligibility has already been 
established for burial in a national cemetery. 

Agent Orange Registry 

 If you think you had contact with Agent Orange, a toxic chemical 
used to clear trees and plants during the Vietnam War, or other 
herbicides while serving in the military, you can request a VA Agent 
Orange Registry health exam. Even if you don’t have a known illness, 
the exam could alert you to illnesses that may be related to contact with 
herbicides. By being part of this registry, you’re also helping your fellow 
Veterans by giving the Veterans Administration information so we can 
better understand and serve those affected by Agent Orange–related 
illnesses. 
 
Can I get an Agent Orange Registry health exam? 
 
 You can get an Agent Orange Registry health exam if you served 
in Vietnam between 1962 and 1975 for any length of time, or if you 
served in any of these ways: 
 

• On smaller river patrol and swift boats that were on the inland 
waterways of Vietnam (also known as “Brown Water Veterans”), 
or 

• In Korea in a unit in or near the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 
anytime between April 1, 1968, and August 31, 1971, or 

• In Thailand (U.S. Air Force Veterans) on Royal Thai Air Force 
(RTAF) bases near U-Tapao, Ubon, Nakhon Phanom, Udorn, 
Takhli, Korat, and Don Muang near the air base perimeter 
anytime between February 28, 1961, and May 7, 1975, or 

• In Thailand (U.S. Army Veterans) as perimeter security 
personnel on RTAF bases in Thailand anytime between 
February 28, 1961, and May 7, 1975, or 

• In Thailand (U.S. Army Veterans) on some small Army 
installations in Thailand anytime between February 28, 1961, 
and May 7, 1975—if you were a member of a military police (MP) 
unit or assigned a job with duty placing you at or near the base 
perimeter, or 

• In other locations, but you had contact with herbicides during a 
military operation or while testing, transporting, or spraying 
herbicides for military purposes. 

 
 Follow up with a Certified Veterans Service Officer through the 
Florida Department of Veterans Affairs who can track your claim and 
advise of any additional requirements needed. Remember keep copies 
of everything and maintain your original documents. 
 
  

News from Your Service Officers 
 

Naugle 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services 

The staff members of Naugle Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services will guide your family in 
creating a meaningful ceremony to honor the life 
and memory of a loved one. 

http://www.nauglefuneral.com 
San Marco (904) 396-1611 Riverside (904) 683-

 
 

Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge #2866 
 
4280 Oldfield Crossing Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 
Office - 904-268-4974 
E-mail: msj2866@outlook.com 

Exalted Ruler – Steve Easton 
www.elks.org/lodges/ContactUs.cfm?LodgeNumber=2866 
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Meetings 
American Legion Mandarin Post 372 

Execu t ive Board   
 

1st Thursday of each month  
12443 San Jose Blvd #104, Jacksonville, FL 32223 

 
Genera l  Meet ings 
 

2nd Thursday of each month 
• 6:00pm “Meet and Greet” with Light Refreshments 
• 7:00pm General Meeting 

 
American Legion Auxi l iary ,  Uni t  372 
 
Genera l  Meet ings 
 
 3rd Tuesday of each month. 

• 6:00pm Executive Board Meeting 
• 6:30pm Meet and Greet* 
• 7:00pm General Meeting 

 
*A taco bar is available for $5.00 as a Unit fundraiser. 
 
Sons of  the American Legion, Squadron 372 
 
Genera l  Meet ings 
 

4th Thursday of each month.  
• 6:30pm Meet and Greet 
• 7:00pm Meeting 

 
American Legion Riders ,  Chapter  372 
 
Genera l  Meet ings 
 

3rd Sunday of each month.  
• 9:00am Breakfast Available for $6.00 
• 10:00am Meeting 

 
Vice Commander & Service Officer Office Hours 
 
• Tuesdays, 4:30 – 6:00pm  
• Service Officer not available 1st Tuesday of each month.   

Post 372 Sponsor 

 

If you would like to submit a letter or an article for publication, 
please email it to Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org by the 23rd 
of each month. No political articles will be accepted, and Post 
372 has the right to decide what will be published. 

Upcoming Events 
Executive Board Meeting, Thursday, May 3rd - 6pm 
 
5th District DCC at Post 137, Sunday, May 13th 

• 8am – Registration 
• 8:30 Post Everlasting Ceremony 
• District Constitutional Conference 

 
Branding Committee Meeting, Thursday, May 10th – 5:30pm 
 
Post 372 Meeting, Thursday, May 10th 

 
St. Johns County Proclamation, Tuesday, May 15th at 7:30am 

• Proclamation Names St. Johns Purple Heart County 
 

Auxiliary, Tuesday, May 15th 

 
Legion Riders Meeting, Sunday, May 20th 

 
Military Appreciation Night at the Zoo, Friday, May 18th 6:pm-9pm 
 
Sons of the American Legion Meeting, Thursday, May 25th 
 
Jacksonville Honors Fallen Heroes at Veterans Memorial Wall 

• Monday, May 28th 
• 8:00am Pre-ceremony 
• 8:30 Ceremony 
• 1145 East Adams Street 
• Free Parking 
• Patriotic Attire Suggested 
 

Membership Rally: Monday, May 28th — 11am – 2pm   

• Volunteers arrive at 10am, serving starts at 11am 
• Hagan Ace Hardware, 12501 San Jose Blvd 

 
Vets4Vets Quarterly Gathering, Saturday, June 9th 10:30am-1:00pm 

 

Contact Post 372 

Website: www.MandarinPost372.org 

Phone:  (904) 297-8344 

Legion:  Adjutant@MandarinPost372.org 

Auxiliary:  Auxiliary_Post372@yahoo.com 

S.A.L.:  sonsofthelegionsquadron372@gmail.com 

Riders:  joeroadglide1@gmail.com 

Mai l ing Address –  For al l  Programs 

American Legion Mandarin Post 372 
Attn: Whichever program you are writing 
11250-15 Old St. Augustine Rd, PMB #138 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 

Meeting Locat ion* 
Mandarin St. Johns Elks Lodge #2866 
4280 Oldfield Crossing Drive 
Jacksonville, Florida 32223* 

*For accurate directions and a map, go online to: 
www.mandarinpost372.org/directions-to-post-372. 
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